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The Lower Putah Creek Coordinating Committee consists of: 
Cities of Davis, Fairfield, Suisun City, Vacaville, Vallejo and Winters; Counties of Solano and Yolo; 
Solano and Yolo Riparian Landowners; Maine Prairie Water District; Solano County Water Agency; 

Solano Irrigation District; Putah Creek Council and University of California, Davis

 
 

TO:  Interested Persons 

FROM:  Rich Marovich, Streamkeeper (SK) 

DATE:  October 8, 2015 

SUBJECT:  Agenda for Thursday, October 8, 2014 Discussion Meeting of the Lower Putah 
Creek Coordinating Committee – Monticello Room, Solano Irrigation District, 810 Vaca Valley 
Parkway, Suite 201, Vacaville from 3:30 to 5:00 PM. 

No. Time Item 

1 10 Public Comment: The public may comment on matters pertaining to Putah Creek. 

2 5 Approval of Minutes:  Minutes of the September meeting will be reviewed. 

3 60 

Nursery Ops Updates: SK will give a report on nursery operations.  P
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ed
  

C
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d
ar 

Riparian Diversion Updates: Mark Snyder will report on riparian diversions. 

Interagency Comm. Updates: SK will report on interagency communications. 

4 5 Correspondence:  LPCCC will discuss any significant correspondence. 

5 10 Member Reports:  LPCCC members will have an opportunity to report. 

Next Meeting:  The LPCCC will hold a decision meeting on Thursday, November 12th at the Davis   
Police Department Community Room: 2700 Fifth Street from 3:30 to 5:00 PM 

2015-10-8 LPCCC agenda.doc 
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TO:  Interested Persons 
 
FROM:  Rich Marovich, Streamkeeper 
 
DATE:  September 10, 2015 
 
SUBJECT: Minutes of Lower Putah Creek Coordinating Committee Decision Meeting 

Thursday, September 10 at the Davis Police Department Community Room: 2600 
Fifth Street, Davis: 3:30 - 5:00 PM  

 
No. Item 

1 Public Comment: There were no public comments. 

2 Approval of Minutes:  Minutes of the August meeting were approved. 

3 
California EcoRestore – David Okita gave a presentation on habitat restoration for lands in the 
Yolo Bypass, Delta and Suisun Marsh. 

4 
Winters Putah Creek Park: Thomas Pate explained that SCWA is working with USACE and the 
Central Valley Flood Protection Board to complete outstanding permit requirements and staff of 
each agency has been helpful. 

5 
  

The LPCCC reviewed the Grant/Project Budget  P
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The LPCCC approved the Annual Report 

Mark Snyder provided an update on riparian diversions – no flow violations this year. 

6 

Member Reports:  Carrie said PCC will lead creek cleanup efforts on Coastal 
Cleanup Day – September 19th and has taken over the Water Ways program from 
UCD and received a grant from Yolo WRA to lead nursery events.  Cindy said that 
federal, state and local agencies are cooperating on an integrated strategy for the 
Yolo Bypass.  Andrew mentioned UCD collaboration with LPCCC on a Prop 1 
planning proposal.  Harold noted that the Winters Car Bridge is nearing 
completion. 

 

7 Correspondence:  No correspondence to report. 

8 
Next Meeting:  The LPCCC will hold a discussion meeting of the Lower Putah Creek 
Coordinating Committee on Thursday, October 8th  at the Monticello Room, Solano Irrigation 
District, 810 Vaca Valley Parkway, Suite 203,Vacaville. 

Attendees: Harold Anderson, Andrew Fulks, Chris Rose, Thomas Pate, JD Kluge, Dennis Kilkenny, Sean 
McNamara, Roland Sanford, Carrie Shaw, Cindy Tuttle, Stephen Sawyer.  Guests: David Okita  Staff: Rich 
Marovich, Mark Snyder                          M:\2015-09 LPCCC.minutes 



Putah Creek has been dramatically altered by humans. This 1955 photo shows 
banks stripped of vegetation and a then-derelict percolation dam spanning the 
creek. The dam was removed as part of Phase 1 of the Winters Putah Creek 
Restoration Project. Courtesy photo

By Andrew Fulks From page A6 | September 29, 2015 

Columns

Habitat restoration is a 
community-driven process

By Andrew Fulks, Eric Larsen, Peter Moyle, Chris Rose, Melanie Truan 
and Herb Wimmer

Recent opinion pieces in The Davis Enterprise and Winters Express have 
questioned both the need for, and efficacy of, habitat restoration along 
Lower Putah Creek, particularly the last phase of a channel realignment 
and habitat restoration project in Winters Putah Creek Park.

As professional and volunteer stakeholders involved in restoring Putah 
Creek over the past 15 or more years, we want to set the record straight 
on its habitat restoration projects. Our hope is that interested readers 
will become involved in current and future projects, as all projects to date 
have been community-driven. The long-term health of this treasured 
resource depends on community input and support.

A history lesson
Most of the landscape of the Central Valley has been altered by humans. 
What may seem like a “natural” or “wild” creek in some places actually 
has a long history of use, abuse and manipulation.

The Winters Putah Creek Park project area was not a shaded narrow 
stream before the channel realignment project. Rather, a derelict 
concrete percolation dam and sewage aeration ponds filled in former 
gravel pits with shallow, open water.
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On the whole, the park was one of the most degraded reaches, heavily 
impacted by the dam, sewer pond, gravel pit, lack of floodplains, exotic 
invasive plants (eucalyptus, blackberry and giant reed) and littered with 
trash. Much of the gravel used to build the city of Winters and UC Davis 
was excavated from the creek nearly 100 years ago.

Those factors, coupled with the significant reduction in average and peak 
stream flows due to the construction of Monticello Dam, impaired the 
creek ecosystem, including fish habitat. This change led to a decrease in 
diversity of plants and animals along the creek, particularly in the 
Winters area.

Community involvement

We are fortunate to live in an active community engaged in protecting 
and enhancing its local environment. The Putah Creek Council, a local 
nonprofit, was the first organization in the area formed specifically 
around community involvement in protecting and enhancing Putah 
Creek. Since then, new stakeholder and community groups, including the 
Lower Putah Creek Coordinating Committee and the Winters Putah 
Creek Committee, have helped shape projects along the creek.

Scientific assessments and a community outreach and planning process, 
which began in 2002, resulted in the Lower Putah Creek Watershed 
Management Action Plan and a list of priority projects. At the top of the 
projects list is Winters Putah Creek Park. The city of Winters revised its 
Creek Master Plan in 2005, following an additional series of public 
meetings, to include an ecological restoration plan within the channel.

Objectives of the restoration plan included re-creating floodplains in the 
channel to increase riparian habitat and wildlife movement, reducing the 
size of the channel to match current stream flows, and improving passage 
and water quality for salmon and rainbow trout.

Two professional geomorphologists and river restoration experts, Rick 
Poore and Eric Larsen, were involved at every stage of the planning, 
including construction. The California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
reviewed the proposal and environmental documents and approved the 
plan. Biological consultant Ken Davis and several UC Davis wildlife 
biologists participated in extensive pre- and post-project monitoring.

Habitat restoration is a process

One question we frequently receive is why it takes so long for restoration 
projects to look better than before. We have found that, on average, a 
restoration project on Putah Creek takes about five years before it really 
starts to look successful. This delay is because some plants grow more 
slowly than others, but also because conditions like our current four-year 
drought can impact young plants and prevent larger creek flows from 
depositing nutrient-rich sediments onto the floodplains.

Adaptive management means we monitor success and adapt our 
response accordingly. In the case of the recent project in Winters, we will 
continue to monitor plant survival on the new floodplain and modify the 
floodplain if necessary to improve the establishment of riparian habitat. 
Some of the soils may need treatment, for example.

The soils used to replace the previously mined floodplain, taken from the 
Putah Creek alluvial fan, consist of about 50 percent river gravel and 50 
percent sandy clay loam. Using the principle of adaptive management, 
we are exploring methods of adding organic material to improve water 
infiltration and root penetration. These actions exemplify how we 
continue to learn how Putah Creek functions and how to successfully re-
establish native plants.

HOME

NEWS

FORUM

SPORTS

FEATURES

ARTS

BUSINESS

OBITUARIES

COMICS

GALLERY

CLASSIFIEDS

ADVERTISERS

OPEN HOUSES

CONTACT US

Page 2 of 4Habitat restoration is a community-driven process

10/2/2015http://www.davisenterprise.com/forum/opinion-columns/habitat-restoration-is-a-communit...



Andrew Fulks

Story Archive 

Habitat restoration, especially in waterways, can be visually jarring 
during and after construction. Long-term, however, these projects will 
serve to create an environment where the ecosystem can thrive. Post-
restoration, native trout are now found 6 miles farther downstream; 
Chinook salmon spawned in Winters for the first time in many years. 
These improvements are entirely a result of the first two phases of the 
project.

To learn more about how the project is progressing and how you can 
become involved in planning and stewarding Putah Creek, contact the 
Lower Putah Creek Coordinating Committee (www.putahcreek.org) or 
Putah Creek Council (www.putahcreekcouncil.org). Together, we will 
make the creek better for the fish, wildlife and ourselves.

— Andrew Fulks is a representative on the Lower Putah Creek 
Coordinating Committee and director of the UC Davis Putah Creek 
Riparian Reserve; Eric Larsen is a geomorphologist in the department 
of human ecology at UC Davis; Peter Moyle is a fisheries biologist with 
the UCD Center for Watershed Science; Chris Rose is a member of the 
Putah Creek Council board of directors; Melanie Truan is an ecologist 
with the UCD department of wildlife, fish and conservation biology; 
and Herb Wimmer is a landowner representative on the Lower Putah 
Creek Coordinating Committee.
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3 Comments Sort by

D. McdonaldRobert  · Crater High School
You will disrupt the environment if you do this. Please leave the 
animals alone

Like · Reply · 1 · Sep 30, 2015 3:05pm

BrownSally 
It would be fabulous if the LPCCC hosted a forum to allow 
community input in the proposed destruction of beaver habitat in 
the Winters Putah Creek Nature Park. The City of Winters has 
cancelled the last two of the bimonthly Winters Putah Creek 
Committee meetings, which normally would be the forum for public 
input. Let's have a real dialogue about this! Let's make the Winters 
Putah Creek Nature Park better for all wildlife, not just fish!
Like · Reply · Oct 1, 2015 7:37am

HirstLinda  · Winters, California
When the project began, no one anticipated the jewel that would 
be created in the Phase 3 area. Wildlife such as otter, beaver, and 
heron can be seen close-up from an asphalt path which allows 
easy visual access for children, elderly, and disabled alike. Beaver 
are building dens in the banks and raising families. Even with 
current low flows, they can be seen at sunset. If you move the 
entire creek a few hundred feet from the asphalt path, narrow the 
creek, and provide walking paths at creek level on both sides, 
wildlife will face intrusion and harassment from people and dogs, 
and are unlik... See More
Like · Reply · Sep 30, 2015 5:15pm
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